In Matbhs this half-term, we will initially focus
on place value to secure our understanding of
number. The children will use lots of pictorial
diagrams to compare and order numbers up
to ten million. Within this unit, the children
will also cover rounding to the nearest
appropriate boundary as well as exploring
negative numbers. When our place value
knowledge is secure, we will move on to
deepening our learning of the four operations
(+-x=).
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PE will take place every Monday until half-
term. We will be playing hockey and focusing
on the correct hand-grip for the stick, close-
control and using reverse-stick, building up to
plaving in competitive games.

Forest School will begin in Week 3 and is a
child-led exploratory and practical session with
nature. It is a chance for them to develop their
sense of responsibility as well as appreciating
the joy of the outdoors.

Geography will be the main focus for this half-
term studying the diverse and unique culture
and topography of Brazil. Throughout the
unit, we will compare the geography of Brazil
to that of the UK (an integral element of the
new primary curriculum). We will begin by
studying the human and physical features of
Brazil before placing Brazil in the wider
context of South America and the world. We
will investigate the many differences
between urban and rural Brazil and case study
the lives of people living within Rio de Janeiro.

With a greater emphasis on quality texts within our
English, we begin by exploring The Great Kapok Tree
by Lynne Cherry. Using this emotive story, which
highlights the issues of deforestation, we will write a
diary entry in role as one of the animals, whose home
is within the Kapok Tree. Children will look at the
harmful effects of deforestation and this will be
followed by studying a speech given by Greta
Thunberg. We will look at both sides of an argument
which will allow children to develop a balanced
approach in order to debate the future of the
rainforests.

In Art, we will look at the work of Fernando
Medeiros, a Brazilian naive artist whose
paintings depict traditional themes. After
completing some work in our sketchbooks
about him, the children will create their own
prints inspired by the artist and the Amazon
rainforest.

Our RE unit will help us to explore pilgrimage,
with the key question: Why do people of faith
go on pilgrimages? We begin by thinking
about special journeys that we have made.
This helps us to consider how important
pilgrimage is, within the religion of Islam, to
Muslim people. We will explore their rituals
of Hajj - a very important journey for
Muslims.

In Science, the children will learn about the life
processes of all living organisms. They will then explore
how living things (including animals and plants) are
classified into broad groups according to their common
characteristics. We will think about why it is so
important to be able to classify plants and animals
based on specific characteristics. Linking to our jungle-
based topic, we will delve into the reasons why some
creatures are deadly.

In Music, the children will be exploring and
identifying the characteristics of film music.
They will use graphic scores to interpret
different emotions in film soundtracks. Finally
they will be creating their own composition
and graphic score to perform alongside a film.

For Computing, the children will begin by
learning about the history of computers. They
will research computers that changed the
world and create a short presentation about
one before considering what they think future
computers will be like. To end the unit,
children will look at the features of a radio
play and have a go at recording one using
software.




